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THE BEGINNING. 
" Oh that I knew where I might find Him! " — Job xxiii. 3. 

You will see from the text which I have chosen, 
that I do not intend to speak to people who don't 
care about religion. 

On the other hand, do not suppose I address 
only those who are intensely in earnest. 

Between these two states of the soul many are 
to be found. These may for months or years re- 
main without going forward, because they scarcely 
imderstand either the danger or the hopefulness 
of their position. I should like to help them. 
They must beware of resisting the Holy 6to«.t^ 
by treating their deaie ioi GsQ^l ^ ^^Oc&m^^^^^^^:^^^ 
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may lightly be put aside. They must thank God 
and seek more light, or that which they have may 
be removed. 

Now, in beginning these lectures, I must clear 
the way by telling you plainly that there are some 
things — many things — connected with Divine 
truth which we cannot explain. Apostles could 
not explain them. God has not explained them. 
But because there are matters which God's minis- 
ters do not presume to explain, that is no reason 
why you should not give good heed to those 
plainly-revealed things which they are commis- 
sioned to teach. 

It is about these plain things, and not about 
hard and mysterious things, that I intend, please 
God, to speak to you this Lent. This evening the 
subject is the heginning of an earnest Christian life. 

The first question or difficulty of some hearts is 
this : " I don't know how to begin. I have been 
baptized, instructed, confirmed — ^have gone to 
church and done my best; but all seems to no 
purpose. I have no reason to believe that I am 
one of God's faithful soldiers and servants. And 
this I do wish to be." 

Is this your wish ? Not merely as you read 
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tiiis page, but often (I do not say always) in 
secret, when you lie awake at night, or work alone 
at your business, or walk in the fields and see the 
wonderful beauty of God's works. Do you some- 
times sigh and say, "Oh, that I knew where I might 
find Him " ? Is there a real desire to be safe, or 
to serve God, or to be a Christian, ot to feel or to 
have a peaceful heart ? 

Then you have begun. Oh, believe this. Or 
rather, God the Holy Ghost has begun to work 
in your heart that gracious work, which, if you do 
not stifle His voice and resist His leading, will 
lead you to the peace and service of God on 6arth, 
and to the joy of the Lord in heaven. 

This desire is the germ of the future tree ; small, 
easily killed by unkindness, but possessed of life. 
Do you suppose such a desire is of yourself, or of 
the world ? Who but Himself could kindle that 
earnest wish to seek and find the Lord? (See 
Phil, il 13 ; also Pro v. xvi i ; Jas. i. 17.) 

I. Therefore let us lay down, as a first principle, 
this truth for each to hold fast : — God the Holy 
Ghost is living and working in me. I do not 
understand how ; I do not understand why. But 
since from Him "all holy desires" da ^\.^vy^^^^ 
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8 SPIRITUAL LIFE 

(Second Collect, Evening Prayer), and since this 
is a " holy desire," it therefore is from Him. 

Thank God for this. It is a beginning. 

Meditate on this truth, full of solemnity and of 
hopefulness : — My body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost. He dwells in me, not yet as my control- 
ling Lord, but as my Guide to more than I now 
possess, or perhaps can imagine I ever shall 
possess. 

Say, " Lord, I thank Thee that I have not to call 
on Thee as an abstract, distant, unwilling, fault- 
finding Spirit. But I thank Thee that, on the 
contrary. Thou dwellest with me and workest in 
me. May I not quench that quiet voice. Help 
me to listen to it, and to follow where it leads, 
for Christ's sake." 

2. Try to understand clearly for what purpose 
He dwells in you, and to what He desires to lead 
you. 

The Bible tells you that in Christ's great good- 
ness He has given the Holy Comforter as His gift 
to the Church, and as a guide to each soul (St. 
John xiv. 1 6, 17, 26; xvi. 7, 8). And St. Paul 
tells you (Eom. ii. 4) what that goodness or kind- 
ness {jo XPV^'^ov, translated kind in St. Luke vi. 
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35; benignitas, Vulg.) is doing: — "The goodness 
of God leadeth thee to repentance." 

Listen to that quiet voice; it demands an 
attentive ear; it is a gentle voice, persuasive 
but not loud. It speaks ; and what is the mes- 
sage? 

" Soul, canst thou be satisfied with thyself ? " 

Think of days long ago, of youthful purposes, 
promises, wishes. What has come of all thou didst 
leam, and know, and purpose, and vow ? Think 
of the years of boyhood and girlhood, and the 
opening up of sinful knowledge, desire, practice ! 
Compare thy past years with this law: — "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and thy neighbour as thyself." 

Think of thy hidden sins. 

Try to remember thy forgotten sins. 

Think — unchecked faults are willing sins. 

Think — God forgets nothing but what through 
Christ He forgives. 

Think of the words which during how many 
years thou hast spoken. 

Think of thy temper — ^how often others have 
been made uncomfortable by it, and God dis- 
honoured. 
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lo SPIRITUAL LIFE 

Think of the heartlessness of thy secret prayers 
— thy wandering thoughts in God's house. 
Think of the hoUowness of thy religion. 

If God the Holy Spirit is allowed to speak, He 
will show clearly enough that all these things are 
realities, and that sin does not vanish by being 
forgotten, but remains fresh in Another Memory 
when it has faded from thine. 

Now, the goodness of God is leading thee to 
repentance. When He makes an impression (a 
painful or irritating one) that all is not right, it 
is of His goodness that He does it, and He does it 
to lead to repentance. 

Repentance is a very different thing in diiBFerent 
persons. 

Repentance is agony and remorse in some souls, 
stricken to the earth by a discovery of their vile- 
ness. They crouch in terror and cry, " God have 
mercy ere I perish." 

But repentance may be very real without pro- 
ducing such agonies. 

The genuine sigh of some fair and pure young 

heart, as when, all alone, a young girl of refined 

^nd cultivated mind sits thinking oi \iet Gco^ wA 
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of her worthless life, may be the commencement 
of true repentance. The thought, rising in some 
honest young man's mind, "This life of mine 
is not what God made me for. I am leaving Him 
out of account, and amusing myself as if there 
were no such thing as Eternity. I am wrong — 
quite wrong. What ought I to do ?" This, too, 
is repentance begun. 

This is the beginning of "finding Him." It 
may be put aside, quenched, or crushed, this feel- 
ing; and there is most serious danger of weak 
and tender feelings which have no passion in 
them being so put aside. But if they are en- 
couraged, tended, deepened, they lead to God. 

Now, here difficulties arise: — (i.) One is so easily 
turned aside by trifles from these inward spiritual 
feelings — ^a novel, a leading article, a piece of in- 
teresting work, a taste for gardening or painting, a 
pleasant invitation to a country-house-^such trifles 
have often put an end to serious thoughts. 

It is better at such a time to put these things 
entirely away, than to let them quench these God- 
kindled desires. Without being ascetic or romantic, 
it is wise to keep far from tha Vife^x\» ^tAlTccss^^ ^^i^^ 
things whatsoever which, com^ \i^\i'^%e;v^ *Ccvj^ ^^^^ 
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and God at such a time. It is good^ to be alone 
more than usual in Lent. 

Despondency sometimes arises when trifles have 
turned thoughts of God away. Can I, such a trifler, 
so changeable, so foolish, be saved ? I am not in 
earnest, or I should not forget. If I am not in 
earnest, I may as well give up, and enjoy life, and 
be done with serious thoughts. 

But instead of allowing your trifling nature to 
have this dangerous efiect, you should say, " This 
shows me how exceedingly needful for me is the 
help of God. I (being so infirm of purpose) must 
specially cry, ' Lord, save me, or I perish.' Do not 
let me have my own way; hold me fast, good 
Lord ! " 

Or (2.) It may not be the changeableness of your 
feeling, but its shallowness which discourages you. 
" I cannot feel deeply." What, then, are you to do ? 

Face the facts of the case. What are you? A 
sinner. Is there any doubt of this? A sinner 
who has broken God's law thousands of times. 
Whether you feel it, or whether you do not, such 
are the facts. Does not the want of feeling only 
make the thing worse ? If a brother were to turn 
on his sister and wound or beat her, or desert her 
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in a place of peril to her body or soul, would it 
make the dastard's sin greater or less if he com- 
plained, " I cannot feel that I have done wrong " ? 
The answer is, Behold the facts. See what you 
have done, and its consequences. 

Now, see what you have done against God, and 
see what you have left undone. The answer to 
these questions cannot be obtained in a moment, 
an hour, a day. But if you are sincerely re- 
solved to have an answer — to find out something 
of the true state of your conscience, the aid of the 
Holy Spirit is ready. You must daily pray, " Lord, 
open mine eyes, and show me myself ; " and at the 
same time try your life in its details by such pas- 
sages of the Bible as St. Matt. v. i-i i ; i Cor. xiii. ; 
GaL V. 19-24; Eph, iv. 25-32; v. 6. These and 
similar practical passages, carefully read, best so 
when you are kneeling at prayer, and thought over 
day after day, in their smallest details, will enable 
you by degrees to know the facts of your conscience. 
Feeling will follow ; but neither feeling nor want 
of feeling can alter facts. If you have spoken lies, 
what difference does it make whether you feel the 
fact more or less ? 

It is probable that days of meditation on this 
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one point — ^What are the facts of my past life 
in reference to God? — will lead you, under the 
teaching of the Spirit, to a gradually-increasing 
certainty, that " you have left undone those things 
which you ought to have done, and have done those 
things which you ought not to have done, and that 
there is no health in you," and you will feel, or at 
least you will know, that things cannot be left in 
this state. Forgetting will not avail in the day of 
account. 

But there are two helps which can be given to 
those who wish to feel more, and complain that 
they cannot feel their sinfulness : — 

I. ThiTik of the Love which during all your 
careless years has still followed you. Is it of 
chance that you have been "preserved both in 
body and soul " ? Is the whole wonderful 
arrangement by which you have been preserved, 
upheld, provided for, taught, warned, comforted, 
to be set down to fortuitous circumstances, or to 
the love and care of a Heavenly Father ? Which 
do you believe ? Exact from your heart an answer 
to this. Nay, pass it not by. Think, Does God 
indeed love me? and if so, what do I owe to 
Him? 
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" My soul, what hast thou done for God ? 
Look o'er thy misspent years and see ; 
Sum up what thou hast done for God, 
And then what God hath done for thee. 

'' Had God in heaven no work to do 
But miracles of love for thee ? 
No world to rule — ^no joy in Self 
And in His own infinity ? 

'* Oh wonderful, oh passing thought ! 
The love that God hath had for thee, 
Spending on thee no less a sum 
Than the undivided Trinity ! 

** What hast thou done for Grod, my soul ? 
Look o'er thy misspent years and see ; 
Cry from thy worse than nothingness — 
Cry for His mercy upon Thee." 

2. The last lines suggest the other remedy for 
want of feeling about sin. Go and huel down, 
and tell it all in plainest words to your Father. 
Tell Him that among all your sins this stands 
out in dreadful prominence — that you neither 
feel the sorrow for sin nor the joy in His love 
which ought to flow from the least knowledge of 
either. 

My dear friends, don't be satisfied with hearing 
my advice, but go and tell God all ; — go now, and 
three times a day, and every d^.'^ \ \i^ x'^i^^^^^^Jw^. 
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Follow Him if He seems to elude you ; He may 
do so (I reverently think) just to try whether you 
will persevere or tire soon. Which shall it be ? 

" Oh that I knew where I might find Him ! " 
Answer : " Then shall ye find Me when ye shall 
seek Me with your whole heart." 

The Spirit of God works in you. But He works 
gradually. No one finds all light, all truth, in a 
day. The great thing is to wish — ^to ask — to 
persevere. Will you do this, and Tiemr give up i 

Prayer and the Bible will deepen any feeling 
of repentance already yours. Never cease to use 
these means whether you feel any sorrow for sin 
or no. 



Pray do not read this book in a hurry, and do 
not read the various chapters all in one day. 
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11. : 

THE SPIRIT CONVINCING. 

" Let Him be crucified." — St. Matt, xxvii. 22. 

A SPLENDID palace, a marble floor, a great hall 
surrounded with heavy glided columns. A thtone 
of state, reached by a flight of low broad steps. 
Furled Roman standards. The lictors with their 
fasces and axes and glittering helmets* A fountain 
spouting deliciously-scented waters* Noble women, 
eager for excitement, staring through the latticed 
gallery. 

A dark-browed Roman ruler striding through 
the hall. About the great arched doorway, a 
host of eagerly-gesticulating Jews. Turbaned 
ecclesiastics, evil-faced and vindictive. 

A mob of all sorts of men crushing at the gates, 
and crowding at the windows to look inside, 
A hum of many voices, sometimes rising to a 
din. 

B 
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One silent figure standing in the inner halL 
Downcast eyes and worn countenance, perfect 
gravity and calm in every line of His face. Pure, 
firm lines about the mouth. The perfection of 
gentleness without one trace of irresolution — His 
mind is made up. But it has cost Him an 
agony. Another agony lies before Him, 

Now there are two sets of loud voices to be 
heard : — 

1. The scribes and priests. They argue with 
Pilate ; they shout, " Crucify Him I " they go in 
and out among the mob, whispering hoarsely, 
"Why do you not shout?" The mob is easily 
led. The lips which six days before shouted, 
" Hosanna ! " yield to the persuasions of their 
clever leaders, and one great yell arises, "Let 
Him be crucified!" 

2. The voices of the m<fb were not provoked by 
hostility, but by weakness and carelessness. But 
they join in fatally with His enemies, and 
together they prevail. Christ is crucified. 

These men would just as readily have cried 
" Crucify Barabbas," had that been the prevailing 
opinion. They felt no sense of responsibility. 
They did not decide each man by the right. 
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''Yet by their words — their weak words — they 
decided the fate of the Victim. The passive 
wills combined with the active to make one 
united cry against Jesus of Nazareth, The 
pusillanimous backed up the venomous. 

Here is a lesson for your conscience. Not many 
hate Christ ; not many say, " Crucify Him ! " * 
But millions are indifferent, easily led, quite 
yielding to popular impulse and fashion. They 
are practically saying, "Let Him be crucified; 
let His cause die out, for all we do to supp^ort 
it when it is unpopular." They drift with 
the current. They know nothing of trying to 
stem it. 

Now see the sequd : — 

When the day of Pentecost was fully come, the 
claims of the newly-risen Saviour were calmly 
pressed on the mixed multitude, among whom 
many of that former mob were to be found. 

The Spirit came in power to apostles' under- 
standings and lips and to people's consciences 

* That is, in civilised society. Unhappily, in the midst of 
this enlightened country there are brutalised thousands to 
whom the name of Jesus is known only in connection with 
blasphemy. 
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alike. And not one of the multitude cried, "I 
have broken the commandments ; " but every one 
of them implicitly said, "I have crucified the 
Lord. / Men and brethren, what must we do ? ' " 

The conscience of the many turned to their 
rejection of Christ ; not to their thieving, lying, 
adultery, usury, or Sabbath-breaking. The " Com- 
forter " had come. He was convincing the world 
"of sin, because they believe not in Christ" 
(St. John xvi. 9). 

" When there was a side to be taken I sided 
with the majority, and was thCTefore, though 
really indifferent, actually a cause of . the murder 
of Christ, I know it now : I see my sin now. 
' Men and brethren, what must I do ? ' " 



Such is the history (as regards Christ) of many 
lives. 

There is no conscious enmity. 

There is a negative state — apathy. 

But apathy on certain occasions is developed 
into practical enmity, when it becomes needful to 
choose a side. For instance, to be ashamed, and 
to say nothing, only to look uncomfortable, when 
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some one in our company blasphemes, curses, 
makes fun of the Bible or of God's work, or 
says, " Christianity is all humbug, and has nothing 
supernatural in it," is to take the wrong side, is 
to say, " Let Him be crucified." 

So too, when He oflfers you a Book containing 
all His messages to your soul in small compass, 
and you lay it on the table and say, " Let it be ; " 
when you do not read about Him, speak to Him, 
think of Him, and ask how you can serve Him, set 
yourself to be like Him, deny yourself for His 
cause ; — ^when you do not these things, you are 
leaving Him out of consideration, you are leaving 
Him out of your life. " Let Him be ! " You are 
really saying, " Christ is an impostor." Otherwise 
you would believe and act. 

The tendency of the times is to make little of 
this great sin. 

Many say, "I have not done wrong to my 
neighbour, or lived in any sense an incorrect life. 
What can you accuse me of ? " " You seem to have 
heard some lies told against me, sir ; " so spoke a 
person to me lately, when I urged on her to 
think whether she had received Christ as her 
Saviour. 



22 SPIRITUAL LIFE 

It shows how "blind the soul remains even 
when weekly listening to Christian preaching, until 
the " Comforter " begins to " convince it of sin." 
Then the soul no longer thinks it a small thing to 
have been living a Christless life, however up- 
right otherwise. He makes a man know that " to 
believe not on Christ" (St. John xvi. 9) is to 
reject the Father also (St. John v. 23, xiv. 6; 
Eph. ii. 18). 

Moreover, the world is under the greatest 
and most serious error as to the guilt of atns of 
omission. 

Think of the judgment of Belshazzar (Dan, v.) ; 
and observe — (i) the terms of the writing on the 
wall, " weighed and found wanting " — light weight 
— omitted obedience; (2) the words of Daniel 
(ver. 23), " The God in whose hand thy breath is, 
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not gloH" 
fied;'^ and (3) the sequel, "In that night was 
Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, slain." If you 
examine the chapter, you will see that the con- 
demnation of this monarch was for the sin of 
omission, the popular, commonplace sin of leaving 
God out of consideration. 

The last triad of parables spoken by our Lord 
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turn on the judgment for sins of omission. 
Eead St. Matt. xxv. in this light, and ponder — (i) 
the five foolish virgins who took no oil ; (2) the 
unprofitable servant who hid his Lord's money 
and brought no return for it ; (3) the " goats on 
the left" — the people who "did it not to Me." 
None of these were judged for what they did 
wrong : all for what they left undone. 

But of all omissions, the most dreadful in its 
consequences is the omission of Christ from the 
motives, and will, and life. 

This is the most common and the most fatal sin. 

You must then, if you have begun to say, *' Oh 
that I knew where I might find Hiw ! " charge 
yourself with this sin. 

How can I bring it home to my conscience ? 

By recalling your promise made in baptism, and 
remembering these weighty words, then spoken. 

" We do sign him with the sign of the 
Cross, in token that hekeafter he shall not 

BE ashamed to confess THE FAITH OF CHRIST 

Crucified, but manfully to fight under His 

BANNER AGAINST SIN, THE WORLD, AND THE DeVIL ; 
AND TO CONTINUE ChRIST'S FAITHFUL SOLDIER AND 
SERVANT UNTO his LIFE'S END." 
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Do you wish the Holy Spirit to fulfil in you His 
heavenly work of leading you to a happy con- 
fidence in God, and " giving you peace/' to use a 
familiar modem expression ? 

Do you ? 

Then be sure something lies between you and 
this finding of peaee, which is too much the ex- 
clusive aim of inquirers in these days. 

What is that ? It is this special sin of ignoring 
for years that promise of your infancy. 

Look at it again. Take time. No great and 
good work is done in a huny. Great trees grow 
slowly, inch by inch. Gaze on the words in small 
capitals. What do they say to conscience ? 

Does this loophole of escape from their press- 
ing claim occur to you, " that that covenant was 
made, in your unconsciousness, for, not by, you, 
and you decline to be strictly bound by it " ? 

In answer, recollect : — ^^(i) That at confirmation, 
if you have been confirmed, you made it yourself ; 
and (2) That you are just as much bound to be 
a servant of Christ as if the covenant had never 
been made at all. That is but the recognition of a 
duty already existing by creation and redemption. 

Do not evade the matter. The sin of leavinsr 

o 
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out Christ — of practically saying, " Let Him be 
crucified "—haunts you till you humble yourself 
before God, and own that the Holy Ghost has a 
right to condemn you for this, if for no other sin. 

Do you feel a reluctance to acknowledge this — 
a hope that, somehow, general virtue makes up 
for forgetfulness of your Saviour? Nothing is 
more common. But hear what He says Himself : 
" He that is not with Me is against Me ; and he 
that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad" 
(St. Matt. xii. 30). 

Will you (seeing great issues for you depend 
upon how you are now acting) every day this 
week set apart a time (with continual prayer for 
the help of the Holy Spirit) to search whether 
you have trusted, loved, thought of, obeyed Jesus 
Christ ? or whether you have been ashamed of 
Him? Whether you have been His faithful 
soldier and servant, one actively fighting against 
His enemies and on His side, and actively doing 
what will please and honour Him ? 

This should be done day after day in no hasty 
manner. 

If the result is gradually to make you dissatis- 
fied with yourself, do not be surprised ; and, above 
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all, do not give up. The more dissatisfied you 
become with yourself, the more reason you may 
have to hope that the Spirit is " convincing you 
of sin." 

Oh ! let this salutary, but perhaps uncomfort- 
able, teaching go on. If night after night you 
bend over your Bible, and, pencil in hand, mark 
the passages which most condemn you, be brave 
and go on. Go on, though by degrees you should 
seem to be driven out of one confidence after 
another, till you come to share the feeling of 
Job, " Behold, I am vile " (Job xL 4), and, " I have 
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now 
mine eye seeth Thee ; wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes" (Job xliL 5, 6); 
or that of David, " Have mercy upon me, God, 
according to Thy loving-kindness ; against Thee, 
Thee only, have I sinned. Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow " (Ps. K.). 

But I refrain from trying further to indicate 
the line in which the Holy Spirit is likely to lead. 
He is Almighty, He is All- wise; if He leads at 
all, He leads in the direction of lowering your 
view of self and exalting Christ. But how and 
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how soon He will do this, it is His to decide; 
only be very careful that you submit yourself to 
His leading, and, as before, make your Bible your 
guide in continued prayer. 



Will you go over this chapter several times 
this week, and do not hurry on to the next till 
you have prayed over this and done what it 
advises? 
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III. 

THE GREAT SIGHT. 

*'But Gkxl, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkuess, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ." — 2 Cor. iv, 6. 

There were many wonders in creation : the first 
step of man or beast on the dry land, the first 
blade of green that sprang from the mist-dewed 
soil, the first gleam of silver fin in water, of silver 
wing in air. But there was a more wonderful 
moment still: it was when light first streamed 
across the waste of waters, when God said to the 
world lying in hopeless darkness, Let there he 
light. 

The contrast was amazing. It was not like the 
same world. Let any one who has crossed the 
Atlantic recall his impressions of midnight — star- 
less midnight — at sea, with the black, awful flood 
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rushing by, and of the blaze of a summer cloudless 
noon, when the diamond-strewn track stretches 
from the great ship to the almost invisible horizon. 

Can two sights be more different? What 
makes this great difiference? The absence or 
presence of light. 

This creative act is repeated (says the Apostle) 
ill human experience when God shines in our 
hearts. 

In whose hearts ? In the hearts of God's chil- 
dren walking in darkness. Till they receive God's 
light they are His enemies, though still His chil- 
dren — " without God in the world," " lost sheep," 
" prodigal sons." 

Let us pause and review what has been said. 
I have been speaking to those who desire to be 
right>-.to be at peace with God, to be friends with 
God, to do well, to be happy in their souls. 

I have shown you that this true wish was a 
beginning of repentance, that it is a wish kindled 
in heaven. 

That repentance, which is sometimes bitter 
agony, sometimes a gentle leading upwards, mingled 
with a sense of the guilt of an aimless life> is a 
part of coming to God. 
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That repentance must not be left to impulse, 
or to take care of itself, but must be fostered by 
prayer and the Bible, and by thinking often (with 
these guides) on our past sins ; and 

That the head and chief of all these sins is the 
leaving out of Christ — the spending of our days 
of youth or manhood without practical reference 
to God. 

This is what condemns many upright and good- 
natured people. They do not love God, They 
do not serve Christ. 

Now, does some one say, quietly but seriously 
pondering the matter, " I have committed this sin, 
I have been committing it for years"? 

Or, "I have had my thoughtful hours, when 
vague good desires took possession of my heart, 
but, as a general rule, my thoughts of God, espe- 
cially as revealed in Christ, have been few and 
far between. And as to serving Christ in the 
spirit of the parable of the sheep and the goats, I 
have been leaving His poor and needy to others. 
I have not been 'ministering to them.' I am 
excluded from His blessing. What then ? " 
• ••••• 

Now at tliiQ aidigQ in the progress of the soul. 
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however it has been reached, there arises a serious 
danger. 

The conviction that something is wrong, that 
something is wanting, that there is somewhere a 
great void to be filled, may lead some — and I 
believe does so lead not a few — ^to fill this void, 
and satisfy this sense of want in a wrong way, 
viz., by setting decidedly to work in self-improve- 
ment. Amendment of life is the remedy which 
suggests itself to those who have found out that 
they were not pleasing God* 

Eeal earnestness and genuine goodness — these 
are the remedies which something suggests to us 
at such a time. 

I have known a young girl turn even to greater 
diligence in practising her music, rising at five in 
the morning to study, or denying herself sugar or 
butter. I name these things to show what curious 
remedies may be suggested for the inward dis- 
comfort which a conviction of sin produces. 

Or, on a higher level, some turn to visiting the 
poor, teaching in a school, working for the blind, 
&c. 

All these things are a part of the doing of the 
will of God ; everything of this kiu^ \a ^^Tb>s:i^^'^ 
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and useful proof of truly awakening earnestness. 
But there is a danger connected with them against 
which I am bound to guard you. 

Does it seem extravagant to say there is a 
danger of trying with these things to meet that 
sense of want, of spiritual hunger^ which the Holy 
Comforter has produced ? 

Now you will find that these and other forms 
of earnestness will fail to satisfy. 

Why ? Because that which proceeds from the 
heart is at best but limited and earthly, however 
good. We need something greater. The hunger 
of a soul for the infinite cannot be satisfied by 
district-visiting, or fasting, or diligent doing of 
duty. It craves for something Divine.* 

God!s way is quite different Carry your thoughts 
back to the helpless world at creation. It was 
there — it was in darkness; nothing vital could 
grow or exist. Nothing could arise, till God arose 
and said, " Let there be light." 

This made the earth live, and at once made all 
vital action possible and glad. 

* " My soul tWrsteth for God, for the living God. When 
shall I come and appear before God ? " (Ps. xlii 2). '* Fecistd nos 
ad Te, Domine ; et inquietam est cor nostrum, donee reqoiescat 
in Tft"— St. Austin. 
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Now, if you have really been taught by the 
Holy Spirit, and not solely out of books, this is 
what your soul wants, — ^"Fiat Lux/' Let there 
be light. You have now to see, not to do. 

There is much here to be carefully thought about, 
St. Paul says the coming to Christ is like the 
creation of light. He remembered his own case. 
On the road to Damascus Christ had appeared to 
him (Acts ix. 17). 

When he was in his sin this happened : the sight 
of Christ convinced him of sin. 

With some this is stUl the case. They never 
fully own their sinfulness, till they see by mental 
vision the crucified Saviour. 

"When it pleased God . . , to reveal His 
Son in me,'' says St. Paul, referring to that 
time. 

And this is what is wanted by every sin-con- 
vinced soul. 

Take, and deeply ponder these texts : — 

"Stand still, and see the salvation of God" 
(Exod. xiv. 13). 

" Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world " (St. John i. 29). 

" As Moses lifted up the aerjeivX, m ^^ ^'^^^st- 
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ness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life" (St. John iii. 

I4> IS). 
" What wilt thou have me to do ? " asked our 

Saviour of the blind beggar at Jericho. 

" Lord, that mine eyes might be opened/' was 

his prompt reply (St. Matt. xx. 33). 

I * a • a * 

And now to quit metaphor so far as we can. 
What does the soul need, that is really aroused 
to know that sin exists as a great reality, and 
that it hinders complete communion between the 
Creator and the creature, the Father and the 
earthly child ? 

Is it something proceeding from us to God to . 
avert His just displeasure ? We might give such 
an atonement if we could, but we can give 
nothing sufficient, nothing good. God anticipates 
this desire for reconcilement by saying, I have 
made a way. (Job xxxiiL 24 possibly refers to 
this.) I love you. I am reconciled to man. It is 
too hard for you fully to understand how or why. 
Enough for you to be sure of the fact. I love you. 
Come unto Me (St. Matt. xi. 28 ; 2 Cor. v. 19). 
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Love is the answer of God to our soul's craving. 
God is love. 

How? God has many ways of proving His 
love. But there is one way which can stand 
alone. God gave His only Son (one with, 
not separate in nature from, Himself), to descend 
to earth, to join Himself in the closest union 
with our human nature, by being bom of a 
woman. In that human body, He, the Divine 
Being, was humbled, suffered, was tempted, 
endured all that His fellowmen had to go through, 
and in that body died by the hand of sinners 
who could not bear His holiness. 

It is a mystery. The Bible throws light on the 
reason of it by saying, " He was wounded for our 
transgressions. He was biniised for our iniqui- 
ties, the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and by His stripes we are healed" (Isa. 
lUi. 5). 

The human body which had suffered and died, 
and was buried, and the human soul which ani- 
mated it, rose again to be glorified ; and then, He, 
having in these by His Divine power conquered 
death, "ascended to the right hand of God," 
•where " He ever liveth to m^ka \\i\*^T^^^i^s>^a. \'5i^ 
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lis ; " and whence " He shall come again to be our 
Judge." 

The result is that " He liveth, and was dead, 
and is alive for evermore " (Eev. i 1 8). 

Is not God, then, truly called Love ? This is the 
only word which (when you think of it) is at all 
worthy to express the state of mind towards a 
sinful tirorld which led a self-existing God to bind 
to His bosom our fallen* race, by incarnation (St 
John i. I, 14) to die in that nature for sinners 
(St. Matt. XX. 28 ; Isa. liii. 5, 8, 1 1 ; i Tim. ii. 6; 
Heb. ix. 28; I Pet. i. 18, 19; Eev. i. 5), and 
voluntarily to endure the contradiction of sinners 
against Himself. Whatever further and per- 
haps inexplicable objects His death attained, one 
thing is clear : it showed to man God's unutter- 
able love to him; the Just died for the unjust; 
and it may well melt the heart to think that, 
death being needed (Lev. xvii. 1 1 ; Heb. ix 22 ; 
Gal. iii. 13; 2 Cor. v. 21), the Maker and the 
Judge joined Himself to the criminal that He 
might die, and yet by rising again, live, being in 
both death and life one with him. 

The great result is He is alive now, and we 
are invited to " behold the Lamb of God." 
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What has here been said is darkness itself to 
many. Some have tried to make it easy by 
explaining the whole thing as a sort of mercantile 
transaction. It is better to avoid explanation, 
and look at facts as the Bible relates them. 

Christ is preached as one " who liveth, and was 
dead, and is alive for evermore." 

This is the Gospel — good news ; for He died for 
you and me, and lives to save you and me. 

But this remains only a hidden word till God 
says, " Let there be light." 

It is not to be understood by clear and lucid 
explanation, and by the use of earthly figures, 
such as the sheathing of a sword in the heart of 
a victim in order that another should go free * 
(which, though well meant, may possibly explain 
more than God intended). It is by a sleady looking 
to the Lord of love hanging on the Cross, which He 
could have avoided, had not love made Him 
identify Himself with us. (Eead Heb. ii through- 
out.) It is by a steady look at the Lord of life at 
the right hand of God, ever blessing, ever making 
intercession, ever man. It is by such "looking 

* As in the popular but painful hymn "Substitution," in 
"Hymns and Solos," edited by Ira Sankey. 
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unto Jesus" Himself, that God opens the eyes. 
He says, " Let there be light," and swift as light- 
ning in some cases, gradual as dawn in others, the 
light comes into the soul, and we see Him by 
faith who died for us and rose again. 

We see the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

fair and perfect sight ! vision satisfying 
the soul ! " Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but by His mercy He saved us " 
(Titus iii. 5 ; Eph. ii. 4, 8, 9). 

In Christ we see how truly God is love. 

In love we see a heart for us, not against us 
(Ps. Ivi. 9; Eom. viii. 31). 

In " God for us " we see a power sufficient to 
overcome any sinful habit. 

In " God with us," in Jesus, in Love, we are 
startled into a new life, — a life to which all sin 
is distasteful and detestable ; a life with a personal 
motive, gratitude to Eedeeming Love. 
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IV. 

SELF-SURRENDER. 

" Who then is willing to consecrate bis service this daj 
unto the Lord ?" — i Chron. xxix. 5. 

We have been tracing in the last three lectures 
the course of a soul coming to God. All may not 
be led in the same way; but there are many 
things common to nearly every case of true 
awakening. There is the deep interest in religious 
truth, or the anxiety for safety and peace. There 
is the discovery of sinfulness, both in sins of 
commission and of omission. There is the conse- 
quent desire for some reconciliation with the God 
whom we have offended or neglected. There is 
the discovery that " God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself ; " that God in His love 
has given us a Saviour in Christ, " the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sin of the world." 
When He opens our eyes to enable us to see 
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with the vision of the soul the pardon, and peace, 
and life which we have in Jesus Christ — this is 
faith; and faith holds fast to the Hand and Heart 
of that living, gracious Lord, and trusts Him per- 
fectly. 

Pause here, and ask yourself, " Do I trust in the 
living Saviour, Jesus Christ, now ? Is He my . 
soul's hope and confidence ? In my deepest heart, 
do I depend on what / am, or am becoming, or 
hope to become — or in what Christ Jesus is, and 
has done for me ? " 

To go wrong here is perilous indeed. 

And now, before we take any further step, 
consider why all this has been spoken. Is it 
optional with us to take up or neglect " the subject 
of religion," as we might that of botany or music ? 

What does the Bible say ? " He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath everlasting life; and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him " (St, John iii 
1 8, 36). " He that hath the Son hath life ; and he 
that hath not the Son hath not life" (i John v. 
12). " If ye live after the flesh ye shall die" (Eom. 
viii. 13). "Be not deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatsoever a man soweth. that aViall he also 
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reap " (Gal. vi. 7, 8). " Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness " (St. Matt. xxv. 30). 

There is something to be afraid of in God (Heb. 
xii 28, 29). 

" See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh : for 
if they escaped not who refused him that spake 
on earth, much more shall not we escape if we 
turn away from Him that speaketh from heaven " 
(Heb. xii. 25). 

"How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
salvation ? " (Heb. ii. 3). 

But enough of this. Those who have followed 
us thus far are probably really anxious to go 
farther ; and this evening we have to speak of the 
next step. 

Take this counsel : In taking the next step, do 
not forget the last. The looking up to the face of 
Jesus Christ, when once you have begun to do it, 
whether with much or little comfort, must never 
cease. When I tell of a next step, remember it 
is not to be taken save with the eye of faith still 
steadily looking up to the Risen and Living Lord 
Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, the Resurrection and 
the Life, the Sun of Righteousness, the Stax ^1 
Bethlehem. 
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I showed you that God is reconciled. God is 
Love. In Christ God has made us His own by 
a dearer, closer tie even than by creation. He 
has brought us into His family, and our baptism 
is a pledge to us that each of us can call Him 
" my Father." 

And now, does the matter end here ? May the 
happy pardoned soul, at peace with God, sit down 
in the enjoyment of this mercy, and so sunning 
himself in the light of heaven, pass a quiet and 
irresponsible life ? 

No. Experience bids us expect opposition and 
trouble. But God often shields us from these at 
first in love ; as He led the Israelites round outside 
the Philistines* country after they had crossed 
the Red Sea, lest, too soon seeing war, they should 
turn back to Egypt. 

And the Bible also tells us that, having given 
us life and pardon, God asks something from us in 
return. What is that ? 

Remember the scene by the Red Sea. The 

anxious host, in their hour of danger, received the 

command, "Stand still, and see the salvation of 

God" (Exod. xiv. 13). You have under circum- 

stances not unJike these heard the same words, 
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" Stand still, see what God in Christ has done for 
you." Look up, and trust and hope, and sooner 
or later the gift of light and life will be yours. 
You shall know that you are forgiven, and be at 
rest. 

But Moses very shortly heard another word of 
command, "Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they go forward" (Exod. xiv. 15). Just now 
it had been, " Stand still ! " Now it is, " Advance ! " 
Are these inconsistent ? No. It is first, " Behold 
the Lamb of God." And then, " Follow Me " (St. 
John i. 29-37). 

And we may now ask, In what way does this 
second counsel apply in these days to those who 
have obeyed the first ? How is one to " follow " 
who has " beheld " ? 

Take the aged David's words in the text. 

Children of privilege and love, redeemed, for- 
given, accepted, God has been very kind to you. 
" The goodness {benignitas) of God has led you to 
repentance." Christ has poured out His benefits 
upon you — unnumbered — forgotten — unnoticed. 
For what? That you should receive and enjoy , 
and no more ? That you should say, " Christ aui- 
fered a death of shame ttiat 1 ixiA?\i\»\^N^ ^^^^ ^ 
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ease ? "* Is it that you may sit still beneath the 
tree of life, and have your lap filled with its 
abundant fruit, and nothing more ? 

No ; He has died for you that you may live 
for Him. You have heard the Apostle say, " It 
pleased God ... to reveal His Son in me " (Gal. 
i. 15, 16). What followed ? " I am crucified with 
*''"•' Christ, nevertheless I live" (GaL ii. 20). He " pre- 
sented his body a living sacrifice" (Rom. xii. i). 
He surrendered his life as & purchased life to 
" Him who died and rose again " (Eom. xiv. 8 ; i 
Cor. iii 23, vi 19, 20; Acts xx. 28; Titus ii 14; 
I Pet. i 18, 19; Rev. v. 9). 

This is what is asked of you who have believed 
in God through Christ — to surrevder yourselves to 

« 

Him, To own and act on the admission that 
you belong to Him. 

Look at it in the light of King David's words ; 
and remember that, in a sense, David here speaks 
typically. He refers to the almost priceless gifts 
which he has already given to the house of God 
(i Chron. xxix. 1-5), and then turns to the people, 
saying, "And who then is willing »to consecrate 
his service this day to the Lord ? " 

* €ee "Break up your Fallow Ground,'* edited by Rev. G. H. 
TfT/Jt/nsoii, 
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Let us examine this appeal : — 

I. WTio is willing ? 

He does not say, " Who is able ? " 

Alas ! we are not able to do such a great thing. 
Even our own hearts and lives we are not fully 
masters of — we know they may yet play us false, 
and turn back to Egypt, 

But God asks not ability, but will. 

He is able. Are you willing ? 

Are you willing that He should be your Lord, 
controlling your life ? Do not be in a hurry to 
answer " Yes." It may cost you a stniggle to say 
" No ; " but do not hesitate to say " No " if it is the 
truth. He is able to turn that " No " into " Yes," 
if you cry long and earnestly to Him to do it. 

Who is willing? Not all, I am sure. But 
perhaps one or two here and there. Some are 
young people, some old, some little known to 
man, even to their minister ; but well known to 
God, who spends as fully His love and care on 
you as if He had none to divide it with. 

Willing one, do not be afraid. The great point 
is gained when God has made His people " will- 
ing in the day of His power " (Ps. ex. 3). The 
power is His. The will is ^oux^. ''^'-^ *^^^n^ 
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be made whole ? " He asks who is able to 
make whole. And one of the last words of 
Revelation is, "Whosoever wiLly let him take 
the water of life freely" (Eev. xxii. 17). 

Make your self-examination and your prayer 
this night to turn on this: Am I willing to be 
and to do what God wills ? If not, or if imper- 
fectly, Lord, help my sluggish, backward will. 

2. Wlw is willing to consecrate his service? 
" Consecrate " means " set apart for a sacred 
use." Who, then, is willing to set his service 
apart for the use of God? I do not ask you 
first to understand all that God may demand 
of you to do or to bear. Fix your thought on 
this rather: Suppose you were able, would you 
gladly place your service, your powers, your 
influence, at His disposal? 

There are two different ways of entering on 
the service of a master. There is the calculating 
way : a bargain to do so much work for so much 
return is made; and the consequence is a con- 
tinual tendency on the part of the master to exact 
as much service for his money as he can, and a 
continual inclination on the part of the servant 
to earn bis wages as easily as possible. 
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Such is the nature of the service which some 
professedly Christian people offer to God. But 
it has in it no element of Christian love. 

Then there is the way of personal devotion. Here 
there is no calculation of less or more, and little 
or no thought of reward. The motive is per- 
sonal. I have received a great benefit, per- 
haps a life saved, from this man. He has thus 
attached me to him by a bond of affection, which 
puts all calculation and thought of self-interest 
out of the way. "What can I render to the 
Lord for all His benefits ? " 

This is the essence of Christian obedience or 
service; it proceeds from the personal devotion, 
love, or loyalty of heart, attached by a vast debt 
of gratitude. This is the only commanding, inex- 
haustible motive of obedience. The slave is/ree — 
perfectly free; but he cannot cease to serve him who 
has purchased at once his freedom and his heart. 

You should consider how the Bible connects 
redemption and obedience. 

In words fit to be written in gold, the Apostle 
puts the whole thing clearly : — 

"The love of Christ constraineth us; be- 
cause WE THUS JUDGE, THAT IB O^^ \>\SXi ^Q^ 
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ALL, THEN WERE ALL DEAD ; AND THAT He DIED 

for all that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
Him which died for them and rose again." 

You will find the whole principle of Christian 
consecration in these words, and you may ponder 
the following references, as teaching the same 
truth, viz., that redemption by Christ is designed 
not only to secure our pardon but our devotion 
and life: — i Pet. i. i8, 19; ii 21, 24; iv. i, 2; 
Eom. xiv. 7-9 ; Titus ii. 14. 

The principle, therefore, of a holy life is a per- 
sonal loyalty to a personal Saviour. The power 
of a holy life is the union between that Saviour 
and the Christian soul, effected by the Holy 
Ghost through faith, and instrumentally sealed 
and maintained by the Sacrament of Baptism at 
first, and that of the Holy Communion, wherein 
faithful souls "are one with Christ, and Christ 
one with them" (i Cor. x. 16, 17). 

God accepts such consecration (Eom. xii i). 
But once more the difficulty arises — " I may live 
long ; how am I to know what I shall be or feel 
this day ten years ? I fear if I give my service to 
Him now, I may afterwards draw back." 



IN ITS EARLIER STAGES. 49 

It is quite possible ; but what then ? Is that 
to be a reason for holding back now ? Is it not 
better to trust God for the future, and to do the 
right thing now? The question is not of the 
future but of to-day, for — 

3. Who is willing this day i 

Let me keep your attention to the point. It is 
not who is able to give life-long service, but who 
is willing to give his service to-day. 

To meditate on this distinction is better than 
to read more about it, so I shall leave it in that 
brief form. I hope you will meditate — keep your 
thoughts fixed, on the difference between what 
God does not ask, ability for life-long service, 
and what He does ask, willingness to-day. 

And now I well know that here is a spot on the 
heavenly road where Satan, I believe, often makes 
a last hard fight, ere he relinquishes his evil lord- 
ship over a soul which is escaping to a better 
service. 

He will say, "There is no use trying. Your 
puny strength will fail. Better not court disap- 
pointment by engaging in a difficult task from 
which you are certain to withdraw in failure 
sooner or later." 
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Face, dear friends, the Tempter. He is in- 
genious, but puts a wrong issue before you. 
Answer him thus, and bravely : — 

1. I own my strength of wiU is puny and con- 
temptible, but it is honest to-day. 

2. Christ is strong, and He is on my side. 

3. The path seems diflScult, but Christ has 
said, " My yoke is easy," and He can fulfil that 
to me. 

4. Thousands have begun (as I would fain do), 
and have not turned back. 

5. I cannot be one with Him in glory at last, 
unless I give myself to Him now: therefore, in 
blind trust, with such will as I have,— 

** O Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine to be ! " 

And Christ replies, " You may have many years 
to live, but they will come one day at a time. You 
will never at any time have more than one day to 
live in a day, and 'My grace is sufficient for thee.* " 

Take these thoughts, and on your knees to- 
night may God help you to come and surrender 
to Him, honestly, if even imperfectly, your heart 
and lile. 
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V. 

THE USE OF MEANS. 

" They used helps." — Acts xxvii. 17. 

Some of God's promises are absolute; but some 
are conditional. To some (as Gen. xii. 2, 3) no 
condition is attached. In otters (as Josh. i. 7, 8 ; 
Ps. cxxxii. 12; Heb. iii. 6, 14) He asks from us 
some proof of faithfulness and desire, and attaches 
His blessing to our use of means. His is always 
the strength; He asks us to show that we are 
truly willing to be blest. 

I have put plainly before you in the last 
lecture this distinction between ability and will. 
I have shown you that in looking on to future 
years, those who wish to give themselves up to 
God's service must not fear because they are 
unable to keep themselves. He is able, kss^ 
they are but asked to liv^ oxia d^^ ^ ^Maxsn^ ^». 
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faithful dependence on Him, and in faithful doing 
of His will. He will provide for the future. 

One all-important matter must here find place. 
In all cases of failure, of reckless or thoughtless 
backsliding, of discovery of gradually growing 
indifference, moke your way at once hack to your 
Father, The old path remains open, Jesus Christ 
who came to seek and to save that which was 
lost — the sheep that had wandered. And all 
through your life see that whenever conscience is 
stained with any sin, whether with the pollution 
of dreadful thoughts, or the hardening of worldly 
ones, whenever you suspect or know the sin, you, 
without an hour's delay, return (Jer. iii. i, 12, 13 ; 
Hosea xiv. i, 2). Do not be afraid. Remaining 
away in a prayerless state certainly cannot mend 
your condition. Whether you confess your fault 
or not, God knows all about it. " For the word of 
God is quick and powerful, . . . piercing unto 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. iv. 12). 
It will cost you bitter humiliation, but it must 
be done, if you wish to walk with God. As soon 
as you know you are wrong, let not an hour weaken 
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the impression on your own mind. Go while it is 
strongest, and with tears of penitence confess it 
to Gt)d. If you think you can stand at any time 
on any other ground than that of a sinful but 
beloved child, you are mistaken ; and surely a 
beloved child freshly grieving his father, had 
better go at once to acknowledge he has done so, 
than wait a day, a week, a month. What should 
he wait for ? Will waiting wash away any part 
of his sin ? 

This counsel is hard to carry out, but it must 
be done. 

And now pass on. 

We have seen that surrender of the soul and 
will, following upon repentance and faith, marks 
the entrance on the conscious, responsible Chris- 
tian life, to be lived, one day at a time, for God 
alone. 

Immediately the soul enters on the life of 
Christian duty.* 

* It must not be supposed that Christian daty begins, and 
responsibility with it, only when the voluntary self-surrender 
to God takes place. Christian responsibility goes back in the 
life of the baptized and instructed as far as consciousness. In 
the text, I speak rather of the voluntary taking up of the service 
of God in one whose mind has undergone the blQ«&vcL% v:& %s£^-> 
tual renewal. 
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As regards the spiritual life, Christian duty 
may be divided into gathering and spending, 
taking in fresh strength continually, and giving 
out the results in Christian energy. 

This is illustrated in a hundred ways, in me- 
chanical force and in animal and vegetable life. 

Take some examples: — Every steam-engine 
must take in or be fed by a certain amount of 
fuel, if it is to exert a certain amount of force. 
And the greater the force to be exercised, the 
more fuel has to be consumed. 

Every plant must absorb water with its food 
dissolved in it, in proportion to the breadth of its 
foliage and the size of its fruit. 

By stinting the fuel or the water, you check 
the speed in the one case, or diminish the leaves 
and fruit in the other. 

It is the same with man's nature. A man 
who spends his days in a recunibent position, 
breathes less, and consumes the' carbon of his 
body less, and therefore needs less food, than a 
man who is doing hard labour. The food taken 
in must be in proportion to the labour exercised. 

This is an obvious but often-forgotten principle 
in Christian life. Some of our most active and 
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busy Christian workers leave themselves no time 
for the use of the means of grace, and are too 
busy for much reading of the Bible and 
prayer. 

True work cannot be long carried on in this 
way. You might as well expect to be always 
drawing money from a bank in which you made 
no lodgments, or to be able to draw forth pounds 
where you lodged pence. 

These illustrations will show what is meant by 
dividing the duties of Christian life into — i. 
Gathering; 2. Spending. 

1. The maintaining of the full current of 
spiritual life and energy. 

2. The use of every faculty for God.* 

Our Saviour connected the two parts of Christian 
duty, the gathering and spending, in the plain but 
suggestive figure of the vine and its branches: 
" As the branch cannot bear fruit except it abide 



* It may not be quite out of place to remark by the way 
that, as a Christian worker calls his brain and masde, as well 
as spiritual faculties, into more active exercise in proportion to 
the earnestness of his work, so more nutritious digestible food 
must be taken, and more time given to rest and sleep, to main, 
tain the bodily powers in their highest energy. Fasting is a 
doubtful benefit to workers. But excess of food^ «ti\»»3aiasi% 
drinks, and over-long periods oi siee^ w^ wjjmjS^ \scjj5srkssss^ 
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in the vine, no more can ye except ye abide in 
Me " (St John xv. 4). 

In this lecture I am only to speak of the gather- 
ing and maintaining of spiritual strength. The 
life of outward duty is not now treated of. 

Now, confining ourselves to the gaining and 
maintaining of spiritual grace, we find by experi- 
ence, and the Bible teaches us the same, th&t, in 
order to this end, there must be — i. Divine grace ; 
2. Human means. 

Or, in other words, we " must lean only on the 
hope of God's heavenly grace " (Collect for Fifth 
Sunday after Epiphany *) ; but we must seek it 
through certain channels which He has appointed, 
but which it is entirely left to our free will to use. 
There are stores of infinite grace, wells of living 
water, but God leaves it to each to draw on the 
stores, to drink of the wells or not, just as he 
pleases. And thus is seen the meaning of the 
verses which some theorists think dijB&cult: " Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling ; 
for it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure" (Phil, il 12, 13). 

* The same truth is often taught in our Collects ; see those 
for the gtb, ijth, i6th, and 17th Sundays aftei Trinity. 
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I do not here enter on the old discussion be- 
tween grace and freewilL These are not incon- 
sistent. We must have both ; we must use both. 

Nor in this lecture do I enter in any minute 
particularity into the various means which God 
has given to help in maintaining spiritual life in 
the soul. I do not speak particularly of the two 
Sacraments, of the Bible, of prayer, of preach- 
ing, &c., &c. I am going to say something most 
needful to be remembered about all the means ' 
of grace, some general truths which must not be 
forgotten. 

And I should not say these things, did we not 
find that they are commonly forgotten. 

I, Use the means of grace as instruments, means, 
or channels, and do not confound the means with 
the grace itself. 

The Holy Ghost comes, in some secret way, to 
us, or makes His Presence felt and effectual in 
the use of means. This we have all proved by 
observing the diflference between our will and 
inclination at times when we are prayerful, and 
at times when we are not. But we are to remember 
that prayer is only a means to obtain blessing or 
oflfer thanks. And theieiox^ \Xi"^ ^\y:^^\:^^^^^^^ ^^^ 
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of a certain number or a certain length of prayers, 
is a blind and deluded act You only carry the 
pitcher to the well to draw water; no one would 
go carrying pitcher after pitcher thither for the 
sake of doing so, or because it is right, or others 
do it. 

It is the water, not the pitcher, that wise men 
think of. 

The Holy Ghost is not tied to the use of means. 
Even Christ's own Sacraments He can dispense 
with in cases where His wisdom and love see fit 
In what cases, and in how many, it is not for us 
to presume to say. 

And we must be submissive to His will. He 
is not bound to make His Presence known, or give 
His answer at our call always. 

There may be means used and no sense of 
blessing, and yet the means may be rightly used. 

There may be blessing, great and abundant, 
even where the means are not used. For the 
Holy Ghost is sovereign. 

2. All the rruans of grace are to he used hahi- 
tually, not fitfully. 

Let me speak of habit as connected with the 
use of means. Leaving out baptism, which is 
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not repeated, all the other means are best used 
habitually. 

This is one advantage of early training. Habits 
are formed, of prayer, of Bible-reading, of church- 
going, and (afterwards) of regular Communion, 
which are of priceless value. 

Why should we form in ourselves and in our 
children these habits? May not more good be 
gained by the exercise of Christian liberty ? May 
it not be better to read, to pray, to communicate, 
&c., when we feel drawn to it, lest the service of 
God become " a mere form " ? 

I dread the perversion of that phrase, " a mere 
form," nearly as much as I dread formality ; for 
under that phrase many denounce habits in reli- 
gion, and habits are of intense importance. 

There are two reasons for the formation of 
Christian habits in the use of means. 

( I .) Habit hridges over cold and unspiritvAd seasons 
in the soul — e.g,y if you only read your Bible when 
you feel in an earnest frame of mind, you may 
often omit it when you really need it most. You 
say " I am not hungry," when perhaps you may 
be in the numb stage of starvation. Prayer may 
be of the most vital impoil^jic.^ \iCi ^^"vi^ ^"^ ^»2^ 
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given day ; but if you only pray when you feel 
this, you may omit it, and suflfer untold peril.* 

(2.) Habitually tised means make less vivid im- 
pressions, but do mxyre permanent good. 

A feast at long intervals of miserably scant 
food gives more enjoyment while it lasts than is 
derived from a suflBlcient habitual supply of daily 
bread. But no one would say the former mode of 
supporting the body was best. 

The means of grace are to be judged of as to 
their utility ; not by the amount of feeling which 
they call forth, but by the general, peaceful, puri- 
fying, and useful results which flow from them. 
There is no doubt that the rare (quarterly) com- 
munions in some churches may be attended by 
more ardent and deeply-affected worshippers than 
the frequent celebrations of a well-ordered English 
church. And according as we regard the grace 
of the Communion as that of a deep stirring of the 

* The English Liturgy is objected to by some as formal. 
Written prayers or creeds, they urge, stifle the spirit of liberty. 
What, then, but the Liturgy and the creeds kept the doctrine of 
the Church pure, and fed hundreds of simple souls in country 
places, during the long years of national indifiference in the last 
century ? And when the Spirit of life returned, did it not find 
in the Liturgy fit expression for reawakened convictions and 
aspirations ? 
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feelings, or a strengthening and refreshing of the 
soul, we shall prefer the one or the other. But 
let us remember that the latter is the doctrine of 
the Church, and most certainly the former is not 
the doctrine of the Bible. 

I speak calm but earnest words when I beseech 
you to form habits in religion, by a patient course 
of actions sufficiently long continued to become 
gradually habitual. You may possibly, as a 
result of this, sometimes read or pray or com- 
mimicate formally, but it is not necessary ; and 
you are not to call every act of religion a mere 
piece of formality, because you do not experience 
an immediate pleasure in it. 

Let me add this thought. Habit regulates the 
impulses and desires of the soul. If we ate at 
different hours every day, we should sometimes 
be tormented with hunger, and sometimes have 
no appetite at all. But regular hours regulate 
these appetites, and make them healthy ; and if 
on any occasion we omitted a meal, our very dis- 
comfort would drive us to look for food. Eeli- 
gious habits are of the same use, and when once 
well formed they are self-regulating. "We feel 
distressed when we omit tk^ia^ ^'Vi^^st<^'CG»a*>s^ ^^w 
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new spiritual instinct sent to supply that which 
we had left out. 

• •#••• 

I do not intend entering on the particular 
means of grace now. But I should not like to 
bring these counsels to a conclusion without 
suggesting that in the two great means, the Bible 
and piuyer, crder^ as well as habit, should be culti- 
vated. 

I. 1% reading the Bible. A Churchman's guide 
is obviously the calendar of the Church. One, 
two, or more lessons daily he should certainly 
read ; and as thousands of his fellow-Christians 
are doing the same, a Bible-union on a large 
scale is thus formed. I beg you to begin this 
orderly habit. 

Let me suggest that one of the chapters daily 
be really studied, not only read through. If you 
begin with sincere prayer, proceed slowly, use 
references freely, consult commentaries where 
difficulties arise,* make notes, and afterwards 

* The Christian Knowledge Society's Commentaries on the 

whole Bible, in four volumes, at 4s. a volume, may be generally 

recommended. The Critical and Explanatory Commentary by 

Brown and Faussett, though of unequal merit in parts, is gene- 

raJJjr very useful 
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think out the subject read, a deeper knowledge 
will be obtained by you than if a cursory reading 
only be attempted. 

Of all things the Bible-reading should be habi- 
tual. It is sometimes most blessed to the soul 
when least inclination is felt to read before- 
hand. 

2. In 'prayer. Order as well as habit helps. 
The Divine Spirit alone can teach us how to 
pray. Every Christian who really prays knows 
this. And nothing can make up for the absence 
of His help. 

But this is by no means a reason for dispensing 
with order. Much prayer is vague for want of 
arrangement. 

You might divide subjects of prayer into con- 
fession, supplication, intercession, thanksgiving. 

You might have in your Bible a sheet of paper 
on which subjects of prayer under these dilBFerent 
heads could be jotted down. A few initials, 
anything to recall to memory and fix thought, 
would be enough. 

You might take one of these heads for prayer 
at one time of the day, another at another. It 
would give point and reality lo Y^^^^^t. 
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But God's Holy Spirit alone can give life. 

I have done. I began by saying I did not 
address careless souls. To those who have fol- 
lowed me thus far, I say, in conclusion, Oh, dear 
souls whom Christ loves, make His service your 
first object, your life. And whether in dark 
hours or bright, remember He is the same. Your 
varying feelings and will do not alter His love 
or power. " Thou art the same and Thy years 
shall not fail" (Heb. i. 12; St. Matt. iii. 6). 
" This God is our God for ever and ever : He will 
be our guide unto death" (Ps. xlviii. 14). 

The reader is advised to consult on the subject 
of the previous page, " Instructions in the Devo- 
tional Life," by the Eev. G. H. Wilkinson, M.A. 
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